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Nationalism

he term “Zionism” originates in the
biblical word “Zion,” often used
as a synonym for Jerusalem and
the Land of Israel. Zionism is an ideology
which expresses the yearning of Jews to go
back to their historical homeland.

Nationalism is the idea that nations have
the right to self-determination and the
ability to form independent states, called
nation-states. Nationalism in this context is
a neutral term that can be applied to democratic or autocratic forms of government.

The hope of returning to their homeland
was first held by Jews exiled to Babylon
some 2,500 years ago.

The term nationalism was coined in the
late 1770s by Johann Gottfried Herder who
was a German philosopher and literary
critic during the Enlightenment period.
The consensus among historians is that
Nationalism began to emerge in the late
18th century, embodied in the American
Revolution and later in the French Revolution. As the 19th century arrived, nationalism spread throughout Europe.

Impact of AntiSemitism
Zionism expresses the historical link binding the Jewish people to the Land of Israel.
However, modern Zionism did not become
a national movement until the 19th century,
and was fueled by anti-Semitism that occurred through generations of persecution.
Over the centuries, Jews were expelled
from many European countries - places
like Germany and France, Portugal and
Spain, and the United Kingdom - a collective experience which had a profound impact. The 19th and 20th centuries brought
further anti-Semitism, which included
pogroms in Russia (1881-82), riots in
Kishinev (1903), the Dreyfus Affair (1894)
and official anti-Semitic policies in Russia
and other Eastern European countries.

1882-1903

First Aliyah (large-scale
immigration), primarily
from Russia.

1882

Leon Pinsker’s Autoemancipation is written,
calling for the establishment of a Jewish
national center.

For example, after being subjugated for
centuries under Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman rule an independent
Greece materialized for the first time since
antiquity. In general terms a nation consists
of a group, or groups, of people who
strongly identify with each other, frequently united under a political entity.
Nations are often united by language,
culture, ethnicity, shared ideals and/or
territory. Today, states around the world,
ranging from Italy to Uzbekistan, base
their existence on being expressions of a
national identity.

1890

The Hebrew Language
Committee is founded
by Eliezer Ben Yehuda,
“father of the Hebrew
language.” His goal was
to re-write Hebrew as a
modern language.

1891

Ahad Ha’am visits
Palestine and calls for
the creation of a Jewish
cultural center.

Anti-Semitism
Before World War I, the ancient
Jewish homeland (the Land of Israel)
was a region of the Ottoman Empire
known as Palestine. Jews around
the world donated money to purchase land in Palestine from Arab
and Ottoman landowners. To escape
persecution in the late 1800s, Eastern
European Jews began immigrating
to these properties and developing
agricultural communities, helping to
create an infrastructure of a modern
nation with schools, hospitals and
theaters.

1894

Conviction of Alfred
Dreyfus [Also known as
the Dreyfus Affair].

1896

Theodor Herzl, father of
political Zionism, writes
Der Judenstaat [The
Jewish State].
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The controversy of Zionism: Although Eastern European Jews were
immigrating to the Land of Israel,
many felt secure and at home in
other countries. They did not believe
in the need or desire for a national
Jewish home in the Land of Israel.

“

The Jewish question persists wherever Jews live
in appreciable numbers.
Wherever it does not exist, it is
brought in together with Jewish
immigrants. We are naturally
drawn into those places where
we are not persecuted, and our
appearance there gives rise to
persecution. This is the case,
and will inevitably be so, everywhere, even in highly civilized
countries...so long as the Jewish
question is not solved on a political level... We are a people one people... We have sincerely
tried everywhere to merge with
the national communities in
which we live,
seeking only
to preserve
the faith of our
fathers. ...”
Theodor Herzl,
“The Jewish State,”
1896

1897

First Zionist Congress is
convened in August.
Adoption of the Basle
program which calls for
the establishment of a
national homeand for
the Jewish people in
Israel.
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1901

Fifth Zionist Congress;
the Jewish National
Fund is founded with
the purpose of purchasing land in the Land of
Israel.
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The Dreyfus Affair
Alfred Dreyfus was a French Jew and a
captain in the French army. In 1894, papers
discovered in a trash can in the office of
German military headquarters made it
appear that a French military officer was
providing secret information to the German government. Dreyfus came under
suspicion, possibly because he was a Jew
and because he had access to the type
of information that had been supplied to
the German agent. The army authorities
declared that Dreyfus’ handwriting was
similar to that on the papers.
In a secret military court-martial, Dreyfus
was wrongly convicted of treason. Twelve
years later, in 1906, he was exonerated of
the charges and was then restored to his
original military rank.

Theodor Herzl:
Founder of Modern
Zionism
Theodor Herzl was born in Hungary, Budapest in 1860 and attended the University of
Vienna in 1878. During his work, he witnessed an increasingly anti-Semitic atmosphere emerging in France. Herzl became
more and more concerned with the Jewish
question, and looked at a range of ways
to cope with the issue. The Dreyfus trial,
compounded by ongoing anti-Jew violence

1902

Sixth Zionist Congress
convenes
Discussion of the British
government’s offer of a
territory in Uganda.
The offer causes a major
split in the movement.

1904-14

Second Aliyah immigrants from mostly
Russia and Poland.

in Eastern Europe, led Herzl to conclude
that the only solution to the persecution of
Jews was to establish a Jewish state. Herzl
believed that Jews had the right to self-determination and to go back to their ancient
homeland of Israel.
Beginning in late 1895, Herzl wrote Der
Judenstaat, (The Jewish State). It was published February 1896 to immediate acclaim
and controversy. In the book he outlines
the reasons that the Jewish people need to
return to their historic homeland. Between
the book and Herzl’s ideas, word spread
very rapidly throughout the Jewish world
and attracted international attention.

The First Zionist
Congress
In 1897, Theodor Herzl convened the
First Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland. The congress served as an umbrella
organization for many different groups
and ideologies, sharing only the vision of
establishing a Jewish state. The congress
helped unite and mobilize world Jewry
and transform the ideology into a political
movement.
Herzl wrote in his diary, “At Basle, I
founded the Jewish state. If not in five
years, then certainly in fifty, everyone will
realize it.” Israel was proclaimed 51 years
later.

1904

Theodor Herzl dies.

1907

Eighth Zionist Congress.
The decision is made to
proceed with political
Zionism.
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Political Zionism
What is Political Zionism?
The principal goal for Political Zionism was for the Jewish people to create a state by
working with the international community through diplomatic channels. Herzl and others
understood that the movement had no chance of success unless it became a recognized
and unified international political source. Through this process, Zionists would gradually
come to see the establishment of a Jewish state.

Who are the prominent thinkers?
As explained above, Theodor Herzl was responsible for organizing world Jewry around
the ideology of Zionism.
Additionally, Leo Pinsker was a relatively assimilated Russian Jew who turned to
Zionism after a series of violent pogroms in the early 1880s. Before becoming a Zionist,
Pinsker received a medical degree from the University of Moscow and was honored by
Tsar Nicholas I for his treatment of Russian soldiers during the Crimean War. He took an
interest in Jewish affairs from 1860 on and argued in a series of articles that Jews should
fully assimilate into Russian language and culture. Other violent attacks against Jews in
Russia preceded the events of 1881-1882 in Pinsker’s adult life without turning him to
Zionism. As the pogroms continued throughout the late 1800s, Pinsker was convinced
that the rescue of the Jewish population from Russia to another land of their own was
essential.

How does Political Zionism help to fix the problems faced by Jews and/
or impact the founding of the State of Israel?
By forming a Jewish state, the world would allow the Jewish population to build its own
political, social and religious structure without infringing upon the other peoples of the
world. Jews would flourish in their own society, free from hatred and anti-Semitism.

Herzl’s picture framed on the wall behind
David Ben-Gurion as he reads the
Declaration of the Establishment of the
State of Israel in Tel Aviv, May 14, 1948

“

The Land of Israel was the
birthplace of the Jewish
people. Here their spiritual, religious and political
identity was shaped. Here
they first attained to statehood, created cultural values
of national and universal
significance and gave to
the world the eternal Book
of Books. After being forcibly exiled from their land,
the people kept faith with it
throughout their dispersion
and never ceased to pray and
hope for their return to it and
for the restoration in it of their
political freedom.”

Declaration of the Establishment of the
State of Israel (14 May 1948)

1908

Hatzvi, first Hebrew
daily, is published in
Jerusalem.

1909

Tel Aviv begins to be
built near Jaffa.
First kibbutz, Degania,
is founded by young
Jewish pioneers on the
shores of Lake Kinneret
(Sea of Galilee).

1914-18
World War I

1917

Balfour Declaration
is issued, pledging
the British government’s support for the
establishment of a Jewish National Home in
Palestine.

1918

The Jewish Legion, a
military unit of Jewish
volunteers in the British
army, is formed.

1919-23

Third wave of Aliyah
to Palestine , comprised
mostly of young Russian
Jews with strong Zionist
and socialist beliefs.
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Labor Zionism
What is Labor Zionism?
Labor Zionism has its origins in the early twentieth century. This ideology is based on
the 2,000 year-old dream of Jewish national self-determination and the belief that the
founding of the Jewish national home should be predicated on Jewish labor. Thus, Labor
Zionists believed that a Jewish state could be achieved only through the efforts of Jews
settling and working the land. The Jewish working class would build from scratch, creating a progressive Jewish society and establishing a home for all Jews.

Who are the prominent thinkers?

Aaron David Gordon

“

We need a new spirit
for our national renaissance. That new spirit
must be created here in
Palestine and must be
nourished by our life in
Palestine. It must be vital in
all its aspects, and it must
be all our own.”

Aaron D. Gordon, People and Labor, 1911

1920

Haganah, clandestine
Jewish defense organization, is founded.
Chaim Weizmann is
elected president of the
Zionist Organization
Hebrew becomes the
official language of the
country.
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Histadrut (General
Federation of Labor)
is founded “uniting all
workers in the country
who live on the fruits
of their own labors.”
This would serves as a
trade union as well as
economic and social
activities.

Aaron David Gordon arrived in Palestine in 1904 at the age of 48 with the belief that
redemption of man as a whole, and of the Jew in particular, could come only through
physical labor. Although he was physically weak, Gordon labored in the vineyards and
wineries of Petah Tikva, various places in the Galilee, and eventually in one of the earliest kibbutzim in northern Israel. His commitment to physical labor led Gordon to be
known as a proponent of a “religion of labor.” He would also become a significant figure
for the influential Labor Zionists during the Second Aliyah, which included major figures
like David Ben-Gurion. Gordon believed that Jews should not work primarily with their
minds but rather with their hands as peddlers or land managers. In practice, this meant in
large part a return to farming. While the majority of his life Gordon lived as an Orthodox Jew, in later years he began to focus more on what he saw as the metaphysical bond
between Jews and the Land of Israel.
Another influential Labor Zionist, David Ben-Gurion, was born in Plonsk, Poland in
1886 From his adolescence, he was involved in the Labor Zionist movement, becoming
a teacher at the Poalei Zion (Workers of Zion) school in Warsaw. Driven out of Eastern
Europe by pogroms and anti-Semitism, David Ben-Gurion immigrated to Palestine in
1906 at the age of 20. He became involved with the trade union movement, including the
Histradrut, which had been founded to support workers’ rights, later being selected as its
leader.
By 1935, Labor Zionism prevailed as the predominate force in British Mandate Palestine
and Ben-Gurion was appointed chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, the quasi-government of the Jews in Palestine. Ben-Gurion held this post until the establishment of the
Jewish state in 1948 where he would then become the first Prime Minister of Israel.

1921

Rabbi Abraham Isaac
Kook is appointed first
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi
of Palestine.

1922

League of Nations confirms British Mandate
for Palestine, citing the
Balfour Declaration
in the preamble of the
Mandate.

1924

Technion - Israel Institute of Technology is
established in Haifa.

1924-32

Fourth Aliyah, comprised of middle-class
people, comprised from
Polish decent.
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How did Labor Zionism help to fix the problems faced by Jews and/or
impact the founding of the State of Israel?
Believing that only through physical labor and working with one’s native soil was true
spiritual fulfillment possible, Gordon placed agricultural work of the land at the center
of his vision of Zionism. He founded the political party HaPoel HaTzair (The Young
Worker), which was later folded into Mapai, the founding political party of the State of
Israel. Lastly, Gordon’s views on the emptiness of life in the Diaspora and the necessity
of labor retained an overwhelming cultural influence in the early decades of the modern
independent Jewish state.

Revisionist Zionism
What is Revisionist Zionism?
Revisionist Zionism was a response to Labor Zionist policies of the early twentieth
century, which had deviated from Herzl’s original goals. Revisionist Zionists considered
themselves the true heirs to Political Zionism. They felt that Palestine was not only a
place for the Jews, but that the Jews would transform it into a self-governing commonwealth led by a Jewish majority.

Who is the prominent thinker?
Vladimir Jabotinsky was born in Odessa, Ukraine to a fully assimilated family and was
an intelligent and gifted writer, achieving notoriety as an essayist from an early age. In
1903 he was deeply affected by the viciousness of a pogrom in Kishinev and was inspired
to help organize a Jewish self-defense group in Odessa when there were signs that more
pogroms might occur. He translated into Russian “In the City of Slaughter,” a poem

A large picture of Jabotinsky hung over
the 2004 convention of the Likud Party
in Israel. Ariel Sharon, then Israeli-Prime
Minister and a leader of Likud, is on the
right.

“

Zionist colonization
must either stop, or else
proceed regardless of
the native population. This
means that it can proceed
and develop only under the
protection of a power that
is independent of the native population - behind an
iron wall, which the native
population cannot breach.”

Vladimir Jabotinsky,
“The Iron Wall,” 1923

by the influential Hebrew and Zionist poet Haim Nahman Bialik.

The poem spoke about the pogroms, and became a call to action for Zionists everywhere.
Working as a journalist in the early decades of the 20th century, he roamed Europe
advocating for the Zionist movement. At the beginning of World War I, he served in a
platoon with the London Regiment. He worked tirelessly to convince the British to create
a Jewish regiment.

1925

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem opens on
Mount Scopus.

1929

The Jewish Agency is
formed, as stipulated
in the Mandate, to represent the Jewish community in Palestine.

1933-39

Fifth Aliyah, mainly
from Germany, including many academics and
professionals.

1933

Hitler comes to power in
Germany.
Four groups of bus
drivers join to form a
cooperative transport
company called Egged.

1936

Palestine Philharmonic
Orchestra, later the
Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra, is founded

1937

Peel Commission
recommends partitioning Palestine into two
states, one Jewish and
one Arab, with an area
including Jerusalem.
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In 1917, the government agreed to establish three Jewish Battalions, creating the Jewish Legion. Jabotinsky was arrested in 1920 by the British in Jerusalem for organizing a
Jewish self-defense corps against Arab riots. He served a lengthy prison sentence of 15
years, which created a massive controversy, and was later pardoned. The episode served
to further spread his influence, and in 1925 he created a new Zionist party, the “Revisionists,” which formally broke from official Zionist leadership.
Throughout the 1930s, illegal Jewish immigration to Palestine and terrorist attacks by the
Irgun were largely conducted by individuals influenced by his ideas. Jabotinsky died in
1940 during a trip to America. Vladimir Jabotinsky remains the ideological father of the
Likud Party in Israel, which is led by the current Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

How does Revisionist Zionism help to fix the problems faced by Jews?

“

This Jewish settlement,
which will be a gradual
growth, will become in
course of time the center of
the nation, wherein its spirit
will find pure expression and
develop in all its aspects to the
highest degree of perfection
of which it is capable. Then,
from this center, the spirit of
Judaism will radiate to the
great circumference, to all the
communities of the Diaspora,
to inspire them with new life
and to preserve the overall
unity of our people.”
Ahad Ha’Am, “The Jewish State and The Jewish Problem,” 1897

1938

Aliyah B, “illegal immigration” of Jews from
Europe, begins; by 1948
almost 100,000 illegal
immigrants will arrive.
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1939

World War II begins.
Hadassah Hospital
opened on Mount Scopus in Jerusalem.
It is founded by Hadassah, the Women’s
Zionist Organization of
America.

Similar to Political Zionists, Revisionist Zionists felt a personal threat to the Jews’ safety
and well-being posed by the anti-Semitic actions of others. By creating a system for
Jewish self-defense, they would take the offensive role and finish being submissive to
those who wished to diminish the roles of Jews throughout the world. The Revisionists
appealed to a Jewish community of small entrepreneurs who were persecuted as a result
of anti-Semitism.

Cultural Zionism
What is Cultural Zionism?
Cultural Zionism is based on the belief that successful settlement and repopulation of the
Land of Israel required revitalization of Jewish culture and Hebrew language. The Land
of Israel could then become the cultural and spiritual center for Diaspora Jewry.

Who is the prominent thinker?
Ahad Ha’Am was born Asher Zvi Ginsberg in Skvira, Ukraine. His formal education was
strictly Jewish and was so pious that his teacher was forbidden to instruct him even in the
letters of the Russian alphabet. Nevertheless, he taught himself to read Russian by age
eight from the signs on storefronts, and as an adult could speak five different languages.
In the late 1860s he became a devotee of the Jewish “enlightenment” or haskalah that

White Paper is
published, restricting
immigration and the sale
of land to Jews

1941

The Haganah’s army,
Palmach is formed.

1942

Zionist leaders declare
their postwar program
known as the Biltmore
Program. recommending an end to the British
Mandate and demand
Jewish control over immigration to Palestine.

1945

World War II ends.

Modern Zionism 
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was burning through many Eastern European Jewish communities at that time and he
ultimately ceased to believe in God.
In 1889, at the age of thirty-three, Ginsberg published his first article on Zionism. Not
regarding himself as a writer, he signed it Ahad Ha’Am, Hebrew for “One of the People.”
Nonetheless, the article was greeted enthusiastically by readers and he later served as the
editor of the important Hebrew journal Ha’Shiloah. He attended only the first Zionist
Congress, rejected many leadership roles offered, and was shunned by the bulk of the
Zionist movement. His writing, however, had a strong effect on many younger leaders
from the East, and he was a close adviser to Chaim Weizmann, a Russian chemist who for
many years was the official head of the Zionist movement. Ahad Ha’Am was seen as the
chief organizer of the Zionists who advocated for the importance of establishing peaceful
relations with the Arabs. However, he was extreme in this regard even among the doves,
and still demanded for total pacifism even when Arab violence strengthened against Jews
in Palestine in 1921.
Ahad Ha’Am served on the First Board of Governors of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem alongside Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud and other internationally famous intellectuals. He died in Tel Aviv in 1927.

How does Cultural Zionism help to fix the problems faced by Jews and/
or impact the founding of the State of Israel?
As Ahad Ha’Am expressed in “The Jewish State and the Jewish Problem,” the true spirit
and culture of the Jewish people can only develop to its potential in an autonomous Jewish state. The culture and spirit that emanates from the Jewish state will inspire and unify
the rest of world Jewry.

1946

South wing of King
David Hotel, the seat of
the Mandate government
and the British army, is
blown up; 80 are killed.

1948

State of Israel is
proclaimed (5 Iyar - 14
May) by David BenGurion, hours before the
British Mandate is due
to end (15 May).
The United States
recognizes Israel eleven
minutes later followed
by the Soviet Union.

War of Independence
begins.
Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) is founded, incorporating all pre-state
defense organizations.
First census finds a
population of 872,700
in Israel - 716,700 Jews
and 156,000 non-Jews

1949

First elections (25 January); David Ben-Gurion
heads Labor-led coalition government.
Chaim Weizmann is
elected first president.

Q

Does Israeli culture influence Diaspora Jewry? Are
Diaspora Jews more influenced by Israeli-Jewish culture or by
the popular culture of the countries in
which they live? Is Israeli culture created by the people living there or is it
greatly influenced by outside popular
culture?

First Knesset meets in
Jerusalem (Tu BeShvat).
Jerusalem is declared
capital of Israel by the
Knesset.

1960

Twenty-fifth Zionist
Congress; World Zionist
Organization is formed.

Israel becomes 59th
member of the United
Nations.
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Religious Zionism
What is Religious Zionism?
Religious Zionism is the belief that Jewish nationalism was a way to help bring about
the messianic redemption of the Jewish people. By moving to the Land of Israel, and
working to build a national home, the Jewish people would accelerate the coming of the
Messianic Era.

Who is the prominent thinkers?

“

Eretz Israel is part of the
very essence of our nationhood; it is bound organically to its very life and inner
being. Human reason... The
hope for the return to the
Holy Land is the continuing source of the distinctive
nature of Judaism. The hope
for the Redemption is the
force that sustains Judaism in
the Diaspora; the Judaism of
Eretz Israel is the very Redemption.”

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, 1942

Abraham Isaac Kook was born in a small town in Latvia, studied in a Yeshiva in Volozhin
and became the rabbi and spiritual leader of the village of Zimel at age twenty-three.
Even at a young age, Kook stood out among his classmates and neighbors because of his
extreme piety and spirituality and was considered a prodigy. He left the small village post
after six years and moved to the town of Boisk in Lithuania. It was during the nine years
he spent as the rabbi of Boisk that he wrote his first essays on Zionism.
Kook believed strongly in working to bring the Messianic Age and saw Jewish nationalism, even in its most secular form, as a way to herald the age of redemption. These views
set him apart from the majority of Orthodox Jews of the time, who viewed Zionism as
an illegitimate attempt to jump-start the Messianic Age and deeply distrusted the largely
secular and atheist Zionists.
During his time in Lithuania, Kook became a sought-after and desired leader. His own
convictions and beliefs led him to move to Palestine in 1904, becoming the Chief Rabbi
for Jaffa and the neighboring agricultural villages. During his time as the rabbi in Jaffa, he
became known in the Orthodox Jewish world as an outspoken supporter of Zionism and
for building the Jewish presence in the land. After World War I, Kook served as the Chief
Rabbi of Jerusalem for the Ashkenazi community. Two years later the British government,
which then controlled Palestine, convened a meeting of the Zionist leaders to discuss the
creation of their own religious law and court system. Rav Kook was elected as the head
of this new rabbinic court. He remained in that post, effectively as the Chief Ashkenazi
Rabbi of Palestine, until his death in 1935. One of his first tasks as the Chief Rabbi was to
establish the Rav Kook Yeshiva in Jerusalem. The Merkaz HaRav Yeshiva was unique in
its time because professors taught in Hebrew and because its focus was just as much on
Jewish philosophy and prayer as it was on halakha (Jewish law). Kook was well educated
and strict with halakha, yet possessed an unusual openness to new ideas. This drew many
religious and non-religious people to him, but also led to widespread misunderstanding of
his beliefs.
Kook’s outlook and credibility with both the Orthodox world and the secular Zionists
allowed him to build bridges between different factions of the Jewish community. While
his views were extraordinarily complex and difficult to follow, he ultimately held that
the modern movement to re-establish a Jewish state in the Land of Israel had a profound
theological significance. Overall, Kook believed that the Zionists - no matter what their
religious affiliation - were agents in a heavenly plan to bring about the Messianic Era.
Per this ideology, the youthful, secular, labor pioneers who were committed to working
the land, were a part of Kook’s grand Divine process. Kook ultimately believed that the
land and people of Israel were finally being redeemed from the 2,000 year exile and that
spiritual redemption of world Jewry would finally occur.

10
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How does Religious Zionism help to fix the problems faced by Jews and/or impact the founding of the State
of Israel?
For thousands of years Jews have been living in exile, waiting for the Messiah to come. By taking it upon themselves, the Jewish
people would help bring in the Messianic Era, which includes redemption and the rebuilding of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

The Future of Zionism in the State of Israel
How did Zionism impact the founding of the State of Israel? How did Zionism influence Israeli culture and
society?
When the State of Israel was established, everything about the country was viewed through the lens of Zionism. Historical scholarship
was written through Zionist eyes; Zionist narrative was taught in the university setting. From youth movements to standard education,
Zionist thought influenced the content and structure. Being Israeli meant being a Zionist.
The political, military, religious and social structures of the State of Israel grew out of the different Zionist philosophies. Each philosophy influenced some aspect of Israeli culture.

What is the significance of Zionism today?
Some people have suggested that the significance of Zionism today is to create a new Jew - that is a Jew who possesses strength and
pride, no longer living at the mercy of foreign powers. Now that Israel has been created, the Jewish people have changed around
the world, in most places expressing hope, determination and fortitude. Is Zionism a valid concept today? Have the Jewish people
achieved their goals? If so, what does the future hold for the State of Israel? If not, what should the future goals be for the Jewish
people?
There are many questions about how Zionism and Israel play a combined role today. But in the end, it is up to each student and proIsrael supporter to decide what is his/her personal definition of Zionism, and how s/he thinks it should be achieved.
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Essential Terminology
Key Terms:
Nationalism
Anti-Semitism
Self-Determination

Key Historical Figures:
Alfred Dreyfuss
Theodor Herzl
Leo Pinsker
A.D. Gordon
Vladamir Jabotinsky
Ahad Ha’am
Rabbi Abraham Issac Kook
David Ben-Gurion
Chaim Weizmann

Types of Zionist Philosophies:
Political
Labor
Revisionist
Cultural
Religious

Significant Historical Events:
Dreyfus Affair
Zionist Congress
Israel’s Independence
The impact of different Zionist thought today.
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